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’i Damir Mukhetdinov

Damir Mukbetdinov,
Executive Secretary of the Muslim International
Forum, Editor-in-Chief of the ‘Almanac of MIF”

EDITOR’S NOTE

The 10" Muslim International Forum, which took place in Moscow
from 10 to 12 December 2014, marked a turning-point in several ways.
A whole range of significant resolutions were passed which have had an
effect on the Forum itself and the Islamic community of Russia, as well
as influencing the development of the whole Ummah at the present
moment, no matter how grandiose such an assertion might sound.

'The Forum not only created the conditions for a breakthrough in
Russia’s foreign policy regarding the Muslim factor, but also formed the
basis for a new line of development for the entire Islamic world.

'The Moscow Forum 2014 brought together a truly representative
cross-section of participants, including: Ali Muhyealdin al-Quradaghi,
Secretary General of the International Union of Muslim Scholars,
today’s leading legal-theological organization of its type; the President
of the Presidency of Religious Affairs of the Turkish Republic, Mehmet
Gormez; Ayatolla Ali-Reza Arafi, member of the Higher Council of
the Cultural Revolution of the Islamic Republic of Iran; the since



deceased Muhammad Sadiq Muhammad Yusuf (may the mercy of
Allah be upon him), who was the indisputable alim of Central Asia and
the CIS; and about 500 more participants from 20 different countries,
including Europe, South East Asia, China and the CIS countries. All
of them supported Russian Muslims’ initiative to turn the Forum into
an international organization.

Thus the main religious centres and the leaders of Turkey’s
Muslims, the Turkic world and Europe, the Arab countries, South East
Asia and Iran, as well as Central Asia and the whole CIS, all agreed
on the central role of their Russian coreligionists and through them of
Moscow in creating a new organization.

'The aim was to use the Russian Forum to consolidate all the
healthy forces within the Ummah — spiritual, social, intellectual,
cultural and so on — and to provide an honest and clear answer, of
the sort that millions of believers throughout the world are earnestly
awaiting, to vitally important and challenging problems. There have
been previous attempts to create such centres. There have been purely
theological associations, or bureaucratic organizations and clubs for
heads of state, or political bodies. But what the Ummabh is really in
need of is a specifically religious ‘brain-storming’ centre.

'The Forum held by the Religious Board of Muslims of the Russian
Federation successfully expanded and deepened the strategic dialogue
between Russia and the Islamic world. Moscow took on the role of
a potential moderator and unifier of the unfocused and dispersed
international Muslim space.

One of the most important intellectual tools of the new
organization, which should facilitate the search for solutions to the
most pressing and topical problems of the Ummah, is the Almanac of
the MIF. This periodical is being published in two languages (Russian
and English), and the first issue contains the presentations of the
participants of the 10" Muslim International Forum.

In the mid-2000s Vladimir Putin called Russia “a Muslim country
too”, where the followers of Islam have the full right to develop relations
with their foreign coreligionists. This thesis is now being implemented
on the practical level.
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In general, the Moscow Forum is a great mercy from Allah that
is laying the groundwork for the future. We have a chance to show the
whole Ummah and the rest of the world what we can do and so gain

the pleasure of the Creator.



WELCOME SPEECHES
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Mufti Sheikh Ravil Gaynutdin

Mufti Sheikh Ravil Gaynutdin,
Chairman of the Religious Board of Muslims of the

Russian Federation, Chairman of the Organizing
Committee of the 1 0" Muslim International Forum

Alhamdulillahi rabil-1-‘alamin wal-aqibatu lil-muttaqin, wassalatu was-
salamu ‘ala khairi khalkihi sayyidina wa nabiyina Mohammad wa ‘ala
alihi wa sahbihi ajmain, wa man tabi’ahum bi ihsanin ila yawmi-ddin

Assalamu ‘aleikum wa rahmatullahi wa barakatuhu!

Dear brothers and sisters, ladies and gentlemen! Let me welcome
you to the 10" Muslim International Forum ‘Mission of religion and
responsibility of its followers in the face of the challenges of moderni-
ty’. I thank all of those who could not be indifferent and joined us in
this large-scale event. We are very grateful to our partners co-organiz-
ing this Forum, whom we have the pleasure to work with.

I would like to stress the following aspect: initially the Forum,
which we have been organizing annually, had been a live platform for
the exchange of views and actualization of vital issues to find solutions
for them. Within the framework of our Forum, Muslim establishment,
intellectual elite, social activists and government representatives have
always had equal rights to approach in cooperation the achievement of
the main tasks of everyday life. Yet, our key goal is to work out such
methods and guidelines that would subsequently contribute to social
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cohesion, the integration of the people of different nationalities and re-
ligions and socialization of the Muslim Ummah.

'The mission of religion and, accordingly, the role of religious or-
ganizations in the modern world is increasing. Our task is to transform
this growth from quantitative to qualitative in order to enable religious
organizations and leaders to cure successfully social ills, to maintain
the civic engagement of our congregation in a positive state, and to
promote peace and good neighborly relations to make them constant
in our lives. We agree with the definition that the Russian President
Vladimir Putin gave to the members of the clergy in the world today,
saying that ‘clerics are the people of moral authority, that is why their
aspirations must be for the benefit of society. Clerics must be educat-
ed, enlightened and able to offer a clear and canonically impeccable as-
sessment of modern challenges and threats’.

And that is exactly why in the course of our Forum we have to ex-
press such ideas and develop such maxims that would contribute, above
all, the preservation of peace and good neighborliness. I am sure that
not only religious figures and intellectuals, but also the authorities
would lend an ear to these ideas and verdicts, so that we can together
develop new or update the existing mechanisms of interaction between
confessions, the state and society.



14

Sergei Ivanov

Sergei Ivanov,

Chief of Staff of the Presidential Executive Office

Dear friends! I greet you in Moscow and congratulate you on the in-
auguration of the 10* Muslim International Forum.

Over the past few years, the Forum has consolidated its position
and prestige and became a notable event in the Muslim community of
Russia and other countries. A reputable composition of the event in-
volving a wide range of participants provides an excellent opportunity
to address the most urgent problems that Muslim institutions face and
to discuss the interaction with the public authorities and civil society
institutions. It is also a favorable platform for skill-sharing.

Let me note that millions of people in Russia profess this ancient
religion. The Muslim community is actively involved in the state’s life,
it develops a wide range of charities, educational activities, cares about
the strengthening of family values, consistently and firmly opposes re-
ligious intolerance, radicalism and extremism.

I am confident that the Forum will be constructive, and the results
of its work will serve the cause of peace and effective development of
intra-Muslim and interreligious dialogue.

I wish the participants of the Forum every success!
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Igor Shuvalov

Igor Shuwvalov, First Deputy Prime Minister
of the Russian Federation

Dear Sheikh Ravil Gaynutdin! Dear participants and guests of the Fo-
rum! Dear friends!

I am sincerely glad to greet the participants of the 10™ Muslim In-
ternational Forum!

Muslim Forum has become an integral part of the spiritual life
of our country, bringing together authoritative representatives of the
Muslim community not only from Russia, but also from many for-
eign countries.

Religion has been and remains an important factor in the devel-
opment of any civilization. Its place in the life of a community is de-
termined by various factors: the level of society’s development, public
awareness, culture, traditions and the influence of the related socio-po-
litical entities. Religion is the reality of human life.

Religions contribute to the consolidation of people, help the for-
mation of nations, education, and the strengthening the state. However,
sometimes extreme movements emerge among the followers of different
religions. The adherents of these movements recognize only divine laws of
their own and the correctness of worship of their own. Often these peo-
ple prove their rightness though brutal methods resolving even to terrorist
acts. Religious extremism, unfortunately, is a quite common and danger-
ous phenomenon of our time and a source of social tension.
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At the same time, religion has always been and remains an inspi-
rational and spiritual cause of preserving the life of any society; it helps
to strengthen and perpetuate a particular social order, traditions and
laws of life.

Today you will discuss many topical issues, the most important
of which is the interaction between Islam and civil society. I sincere-
ly wish all the participants of the Forum productive work, interesting
and useful discussions, success and prosperity.

Good health, peace and mercy of God to you and your loved ones!
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Yevgeny Primakov

Yevgeny Primakov,
Academician, Diplomat

Greeting on the occasion of the 10" Muslim International Forum ‘Mis-
sion of religion and responsibility of its followers in the face of the chal-
lenges of modernity’.

'This Forum is very timely. There are processes taking place world-
wide that involve, unfortunately, not simply Muslims who profess Islam,
but also religious extremists. Disengagement from religious extremists
is vital —the sustainable development of the world community depends
on it. This need is crucial for Russia too.

We live in a multi-ethnic and multi-confessional state, and only
the spiritual and moral values of the Abrahamic religions can contrib-
ute to the strengthening of our Fatherland. President Putin has repeat-
edly stressed this in his speeches.

Against the background of a significant strengthening of re-
ligious extremism, the need in the activity of Muslims professing
the true values of Islam is growing in Russia and in other countries.
Such activity should not cause any alienation. The danger is con-
stituted exactly by radicalism that seeks to get detached from the
accepted forms of multi-religious society and to create a caliphate.
I remember the then president of Egypt Gamal Abdel Nasser say-
ing that one can be guided by the Qur’an in his family life, but not

run a state.
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It is essential under the present circumstances not to accentuate
the contradictions between Sunnis and Shiites, but to consolidate these
two main branches of Islam.

'The Muslim International Forum, which takes place on 10-12 De-
cember 2014 in Moscow, is a landmark event and the topics discussed
at the Forum are very important for the world community. I wish suc-
cess to the Forum.
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Salah Mezhiev

Salah Mezhiev, Mufti of the Chechen Republic

To the Chairman of the Spiritual Administration of Muslims of the
Russian Federation Mufti Sheikh Ravil Gaynutdin

Dear Mufti Sheikh Ravil Gaynutdin!

Peace be with you, mercy and blessings of the Almighty!

I offer you my deep respect and express my sincere gratitude for your
inspired work for the benefit of the Muslim Ummabh, for your noble ac-
tivities in the strengthening of spiritual ties between the brotherly peo-
ples of our country.

'The 10* Muslim International Forum ‘Mission of religion and respon-
sibilityof its followers in the face of the challenges of modernity’ held under
your presidency in the capital of Russia and the topics suggested for the dis-
cussion in the framework of the Forum are relevant to all the people of faith
in our multi-religious state, where a great attention is paid to all tradition-
al religions.

Unfortunately, due to the tragic events in the city of Grozny I will be
unable to participate personally in the Forum.

"Thank you for your condolences on the death of police officers who died
December 4, 2014 during an anti-terrorist operation.

On behalf of the Spiritual Administration of Muslims of Chechn-
ya and myself, I ask you, as the Chairman of the Organizing Commit-
tee of the 10 Muslim International Forum, to welcome all the guests
and participants and wish them successful work and the accomplish-
ment of all plans in the future.
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Mufti Sheikh Ravil Gaynutdin

Mufti Sheikh Ravil Gaynutdin,

Chairman of the Religious Board of Muslims
of the Russian Federation, Chairman of the

Organizing Committee of the 10" Muslim
International Forum

THE MISSION

OF RELIGION

IS THE DISCOVERY
AND COGNITION

OF GOD IN THE HEART
OF MODERN MAN

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful!
Praise be to Allah, the Cherisher and Sustainer of the worlds! Blessings
and peace of Allah be upon our Prophet and seal of prophets Muhammad,
his family and all his companions. Peace and mercy of Allah be upon us!
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With the advent of the new millennium, our world, unfortu-
nately, does not become more joyous and safer for all who live on
this planet. New challenges arise before mankind. The world is
getting more fragile. Entire regions are plunged into bloody cha-
os of civil wars and fratricide. Vast masses of people easily break
off the old bonds of friendship and spiritual kinship. By expelling
God from their hearts, they are taking a path of cruelty and vio-
lence. The world community increasingly fails to control the situ-
ation and to prevent a senseless bloodshed.

Certainly, such dissidence and dramatic events deserve con-
demnation. We do condemn them. However, at the same time, we
cannot but ponder over the deeper causes of these phenomena and
over the threats they conceal!

In our opinion, the emerging conflicts are essentially an outer
manifestation of much more serious processes, both at the level of
society as a whole, and at the level of each individual in particular.

What is this fundamental challenge? I am convinced that it
has a nature grounded in values and civilization. Since the Re-
naissance, Europe had decided to abandon the Creator as a bur-
densome hypotheses and focused instead on man, his aspirations
and primarily on his absolute independence. That is when this
very kind of the anthropocentric mindset began to form, with its
inherent individualism, self-centeredness, hedonism, orientation
to the material world, preaching of greed and enrichment for the
sake of personal goals, erasing of cultural diversity, unification of
mankind and, finally, a spiritual crisis.

In the afterwards, this type of thinking was declared a universal
value. By means of the colonial expansion, it covered the whole world.
The new European ideology had been promising comfort and pros-
perity for all, but they turned out to fulfill these promises only for a
few strata and classes. Today—and it is getting more clear—only the
so-called ‘golden billion’ seems to lead a comfortable life. The rest of
mankind is given a very different fate. In fact, the content behind the
facade of the seemingly attractive ideas, as ‘freedom’, ‘individualism’,
‘human rights’, or ‘emancipation of labor’ is not at all attractive.



24

This type of thinking is unequivocally manifested in consum-
erism, which, in my opinion, leads humankind towards a spiritual
abyss! In the 20™ century, the doctrine of a total emancipation of
the human Self transformed into a concept of ‘I’ as a thing-in-it-
self and ultimately asserted the primacy of personal desires over
the public interest. Essentially, it advocates the emancipation of
Self from any ethical and social norms, including those that had
been established by the Abrahamic religions. Thus, let me cite the
words from the Holy Qur’an:

Beautified for people is the love of that which they desire...
That is the enjoyment of worldly life, but Allah has with Him
the best return [3:14].

Chasing an imaginary freedom, the ultra-liberals directed
their society to the path of a new form of slavery, the slavery of
instincts, illusive comfort and consciousness’ stereotypes. Does
not the Lord tell about this kind of slaves in the Holy Scriptures?

And you see many of them hastening into sin and aggres-
sion and the devouring of [what is] unlawful. How wretched is
what they have been doing [5:62].

Ultra-liberalism attacks fraditional values frankly and blunt-
ly. The illusion of absolute freedom calls into the question of the
fundamental values. The most striking example lies in the sphere
of gender relations, the relations between the sexes. Today the
supporters of the Western ultra-liberal approaches believe that
a man’s gender identity is the matter of his desire and personal
choice. We, people of faith, believe that the Lord did not create
man and the woman by accident endowing them with different
biological functions. A high mission is destined for each of them
on Earth.

It is easy to assume what the future world would look like if it
were inhabited by sexless beings, whose reproduction would be a
utilitarian process of genetic engineering. The world of half-men
and half-robots who store their minds on removable media and live

* Hereinafter, all quotations from the Qu’ran in English are given in the translation
of Abdullah Yusuf Ali.
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in a virtual space. Western futurologists and science-fiction writ-
ers already constructed something like that for us. Our mission —
the mission of believers —is nothing but to reject ultimately the
project of rupture with religion and spirituality that is imposed
upon us and to call all the people to salvation.

And let there be [arising] from you a nation inviting to [all
that is] good, enjoining what is right and forbidding what is
wrong, and those will be the successful [3: 104].

Is humanity ready to answer this call?

The last century assured us that the geopolitical center repre-
sented by Western civilization does its best to achieve superiori-
ty in global dominance. It dictates their standard of living to the
rest of the world, but bears no responsibility for the fruits of this
hegemony, such as Taliban in Afghanistan, al-Qaeda, DAISH in
Syria and Iraq, civil wars and turmoil. These are the consequences
of their activities. More and more nations and countries are disen-
chanted with the idea of globalization and see no possibility for a
harmonious coexistence of cultures in a politically unipolar world.

More and more governments speak of multipolarity as of the
only possibility to overcome the existing challenges.

A verse of the Qur’an has an indication to this as well:

And if it were not for Allah checking [some] people by
means of others, the earth would have been corrupted ... [2:
251] ...there would have been demolished monasteries, church-
es, synagogues, and mosques in which the name of Allah is
much mentioned [22:40], but Allah is full of bounty to the
worlds [2: 251].

Currently Russia has set its sights on its making as an inde-
pendent pole in the emerging multipolar world. The country’s
leadership in the person of the president of the Russian Federa-
tion Vladimir Putin is seriously concerned about the designing of
the strategy of the close-cooperation Eurasian project.

Since the Eurasian integration is understood not only as an
economic project, but also as a traditionalist project, we can talk
about the ‘Eastern campaign’ in the vein of the early ‘Eurasionists’.
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The head of the government states, “This is a project that would
preserve the identity of people and the identity of historical Eur-
asian space in the new age and in the new world’.

So what is essentially the purpose of the modern Russia?
What will a healthy conservatism of the future Eurasian identi-
ty be about? Firstly, it is the protection of traditional values, i.e.
those moral norms and principles of spirituality that are propagat-
ed by the world’s leading religions. Secondly, it is the recognition
of the ability of the various religions’ representatives and ethnic
groups to co-exist and to carry out cross-cultural fertilization. Fi-
nally, it is moderation, ‘the middle path’, when a person’s lifestyle
is balanced by religious practice.

Thus, the course proclaimed by the Russian leadership fully
meets the realities of Eurasian civilization as well as the aspira-
tions of Russian Muslims and other groups of our civil society. I'd
like to emphasize that the interests of Muslims absolutely coincide
with the interests of all the other religious communities. Our uni-
ty of interests is based upon the understanding that all of us are
the children of Adam. As the Holy Qur’an says:

And your god is one God [2: 163].

The depth of our cooperation will largely determine the pres-
ervation of a traditionalism-based identity in Eurasia.

O you who have believed, enter into Islam completely [and
perfectly] [2: 208].

Thinking about the future of the Eurasian space, we, Russian
Muslims, inevitably ask the question of who we are and what our
place in the contemporary and future social reality of Russia and
Eurasia is.

The concept of ‘Russian Muslimhood’ was laid in 1860-1880
by our outstanding educators Husain Faizkhanov, Shigabutdin
Marjani and Ismail Gasprinski. The period of their passionate in-
tellectual activity coincided in time and substance with the Arab
‘Islah’ and with the Ottoman “Tanzimat’. Unfortunately, ‘de-con-
struction’ of Jadidism, i.e. Russian Muslimhood, had been inter-
rupted in the Soviet era. It regains currency today.
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We, Russian Muslims, identify ourselves simultaneously with
the united Muslim Ummah and with the citizenry of Russia. It is
not by chance that the Providence connected our destinies. Now
it gives us, as a subject of socio-political activity, a chance to real-
ize the potential of our powerful Eurasian culture and our shared
history. I am convinced that by following this path Muslims are
able to display much more activity, especially in the field of the
protection of Russian and pan-Eurasian traditional values.

In this sense, Russian citizens are even more consistent con-
servatives than they are deemed to be. For me it is obvious that
in a manner Muslims represent the core of the national conserv-
atism. Therefore, I would define the limits of responsibility for
taithful people as the following: to help save the stray from im-
minent death.

In this context, the mission of religion can be defined as the
discovery and the cognition of God in the drained heart of eman-
cipated man. It is there, in the fortress-like heart, the war against
Shaitan is being constantly waged. Let me remind you a famous
statement by Dostoevsky that ‘God and the devil are fighting
there and the battlefield is the heart of man’. It is not a coinci-
dence that one of the important imperatives and precepts of the
Qur’an reads:

And do not follow the footsteps of Satan. Indeed, he is to
you a clear enemy [2: 208].

An ideological weapon is required to fight against ultra-liber-
alism, i.e. to fight against an unrestricted preaching of sin. Even a
physical weapon can be utilized if there is a real threat to individu-
ality, family or homeland. Therefore, when Muslims talk about the
great jihad, they imply in the first place a struggle for the heart.

Islam exists only in a place that shelters submission of one’s
will before the will of Allah. External challenges by essence noth-
ing but an expression of the inner state of a person. Everyone —
be it 2 man or a woman, a white of a black—bears the world in
him- or herself, in his or her heart. As the great Jalaluddin Rumi
astutely noted,



28

... be completely clear-hearted,
Like the face of a mirror...
The Lord calls each of us upon a responsible fulfillment of our
mission. He guides us to the Straight Path:
So race to [all that is] good. Wherever you may be, Allah
will bring you forth [for judgement] all together [2: 148].
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Dr. Sheikh Ali Muhyealdin Al-Quradaghi

Dr. Sheikh Ali Muhyealdin Al-Quradaghi,
Secretary General of the International Union
of Muslim Scholars

POLITICAL

AND ECONOMIC
PROBLEMS STEM
FROM A MORAL AND
ETHICAL CRISIS

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful!
Praise be to Allah, the Cherisher and Sustainer of the worlds! Bless-
ings and peace of Allah be upon our Prophet and seal of prophets
Muhammad, his family and all his companions. Peace and mercy
of Allah be upon us!

In the 21% century, humanity is going through dangerous times
that resemble the situation emerged on the brink of the First World
War. At that time, colonial powers did their best to extend their he-
gemony over the entire planet by splitting the ranks of the Islamic
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Ummabh, by partitioning lands and by carrying out expansionist
policy.

By setting nations apart, inciting the Arabs against the Turks
and so on, they achieved the collapse of the Ottoman Empire.
Eventually, both the Arabs and the Turks were faced with a lose-
lose situation, no one succeeded, no one won.

In addition, the colonial forces incited enmity among a large
number of nations, causing what former US National Security Ad-
visor and Secretary of State Henry Kissinger referred to as ‘man-
made chaos’. As a result, the West secured its dictatorship over the
greater parts of Africa, Asia and Latin America. According to the
Professor Roger Garaudy, a famous philosopher, the great powers
insured their superiority and built their wealth at the expense of the
riches of the captured continents.

Today history repeats itself. However, different mechanisms and
means are employed. They again seek to reshape the world to fur-
ther divide and split it even more. They adopt such tools as terrorism,
extremism, sectarianism, and the like. By this the West endeavors
to achieve a number of purposes: to distort the bedrock principle of
Islam, i.e. mercy and humanism, to provoke internal wars, turmoil
and unrest, and eventually to extend its hegemony over the entire
Muslim world and its wealth.

The rise of the DAISH and increased activity of extremist or-
ganizations in general stems not only from external factors, there
are definitely domestic reasons as well. Among them are tyranny,
dictatorship and authoritarianism. They are supplemented by eco-
nomic backwardness, unemployment, poverty and corruption.

All of this requires of us, scholars, broad interpretation and analy-
sis. We witness nothing but moral problems. Everything, be that pol-
itics or economy, is embedded in morality. If there were no problems
with the latter, if there were no spiritual crisis, today we would not face
many adversities that we are currently spreading over the world.

We all face many challenges. We need cooperation and mutual as-
sistance. We are partners on earth. In Sura Ar-Rahman, after Allah
tells us about grace and knowledge, and the scales of justice, He says:
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And the earth He laid [out] for the creatures [55:10].

'This means that the Almighty created the earth for all mankind
and all creatures. One group cannot dominate over another group
and possess all its territories. No matter how hard colonial powers
are bidding to capture the entire planet, they would not do it. This
verse points out the immutable principle that the planet belongs to
everyone. The essentials of morality and virtue designed to accom-
modate man on earth flow out from here.

All those principles of morality and ethics are present in Islam.
They are based on love.

Perhaps Allah will put, between you and those to whom you
have been enemies among them, affection. And Allah is compe-
tent, and Allah is Forgiving and Merciful [60:7].

Allah tells in the Qur’an about those who was inflicting suffer-
ing on the Prophet (peace be upon him) and subjected him to tor-
ment. Thus, the Lord adduces one of the fundamentals, which is
to perceive each other as a part of the single brotherhood. Sayyid-
ina Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) confirms this: “Whomev-
er you meet, he is either your brother in Islam, or the same creature
as yourself’.

The first thing Allah Ta’ala says is that diversity and difference
of creeds, opinions, ideas, nations and tribes exists not to wage wars,
but to know each other.

O mankind, indeed We have created you from male and female
and made you peoples and tribes that you may know one another. In-
deed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most right-
eous of you. Indeed, Allah is Knowing and Acquainted [49:13].

We, representatives of various creeds, have a problem of non-ac-
quaintance among us. Each has his own source of information. If
we sat down together, learn about each other, then the process of
conversing would grow into a dialogue, a dialogue—into interac-
tion, interaction—into cooperation, and then—into the unity of
humankind. This is the teaching of Islam.

Islam teaches us that diversity is a natural thing and one of
the traditions established by God. Moreover, Allah created man
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for diversity: consciousness of one man does not resemble anoth-
er’s mind.

Thus, naturally there is a difference between me and anoth-
er human being. Some find the truth in Islam, while others—in
Christianity, third people —in any other religion. Islam is not lim-
ited to this, it endorses the brotherhood of man, it appeals for love
through plenteous indications that are present in more than three
hundred verses of the Qur’an.

Numerous verses confirm that we all descend from Adam, and
Adam—from dust. Hence, our common origin is universal, we all
are kinsmen. This is why we have to preserve our kinship. The first
verse of the Surah An-Nisa confirms it.

O mankind, fear your Lord, who created you from one soul
and created from it its mate and dispersed from both of them
many men and women. And fear Allah, through whom you ask
one another, and the wombs. Indeed Allah is ever, over you, an
Observer [4: 1].

'The most important in this verse is ties of kinship between hu-
mans. All representatives of humankind are my kindred. If we go
deeper into the lineage of our ancestry, 300—400 generations, we
would find a common ancestor. We are relatives. That is why Allah
bound piety to the maintenance of family ties. Any person in any
part of the world is my brother in Islam or my blood brother. He is
my relative, he is my cousin! Therefore, I am bound and committed
to him. All the verses call us upon accepting ‘the other’.

It is essential for us to go back to this fundamental value. If we
succeed in it, we will achieve the brotherhood of human race and
religious freedom. Allah says in the Qur’an:

There shall be no compulsion in [acceptance of] the religion
[2: 256].

Despite religion and the prophets who were sent down by Him,
Allah protects honor and dignity of man, he does not allow degrad-
ing or forcing him even for the sake of His faith.

God grants man freedom in everything, ‘You are free! Your
distinctiveness is freedom. Your particularity is the soul that was
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breathed into by God’. No one is allowed to encroach on another
person’s freedom, whoever he is, for there is a soul in every human,
the soul breathed by Allah:

And when I have proportioned him and breathed into him
of My [created] soul, then they fall down to him in prostration
[15:29].

'The challenges we face are numerous, whether in the sphere of
politics, economy or international relations... However, the solution
lies in the revival of religious and spiritual values.

Responsibility should be distributed equally for all, be that
Muslims or representatives of other faiths. It is not right to shift re-
sponsibility solely onto Muslims. Terrorism has no religion. When
people talk about ‘Islamic terrorism’, unfortunately, we have to tell
about terrorism in other religions. We witness terrorism in Bur-
ma among Buddhists, in Central Africa among the heathens, or in
Palestine (these are actions of the Zionists against the Palestinians).
Therefore, all of us are responsible.

Muslim ulama today also has to appeal to people to encourage
love in them, especially with regard to minorities. Our brothers liv-
ing in minorities have also both rights and responsibilities. Moreover,
Muslim scholars should remain faithful to the agreements and acts of
their governments. They have to realize that such important concepts
of Islam as Jibad, Wali’ (patronage), Tukfeer (accusation of infidelity)
are distorted. Many people do not understand them properly.

Muslim minorities as a whole have to participate in architecture
of statehood in the countries where they live, same as the Prophet
Yusuf (peace be upon him) did, when he suggested the plan of sal-
vation for